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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kravitz (6029150 A), Jones et al.(5623547A) and 
Schenkler(US 6078902A). 

Re claims 1 and 9: Kravitz disclose a system for anonymously purchasing 
goods and services(col. 8, lines 1-15) over the Internet comprising: 

a communications system(col. 7,lines 15-55,col. 12, lines 30-60, Fig. 1 and 
2); 

a customer computer linked to said communications system(col. 7,lines 15- 
55,col. 12, lines 30-60, Fig. 1 and 2); 
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an issuer computer linked to said communications system(col. 7,lines 15- 
55,eol. 12, lines 30-60, Fig. 1 and 2); 

a merchant computer linked to said communications system(col. 7, lines 15- 
55,col. 12, lines 30-60, Fig. 1 and 2); 

a financial institution computer linked to said communications system(para 
0028); 

a money code, said money code containing no identification data related to 
a customer and being untraceable to said customer(col. 24, line 15-col. 25, 
line 5, fig. 1, 2); 

software executing on said customer computer for transmitting an order 
and said money code to said merchant computer over said 
communications system(Abstract, col. 7,line 1- col. 8, line 65); 

software executing on said merchant computer for receiving said order and 
money code from said customer computer(Abstract, Col. 8, lines 35-67); 

software executing on said issuer computer for receiving said money code 
and a money amount from a customer(cols. 1-5), 
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assigning an associated money value to said money code based on said 
money amount received from the customer(cols. 1-5); 

transmitting said money code and associated money value to said financial 
institution computer over said communications system(cols. 1-5); 

software executing on said financial institution computer for receiving said 
money code and associated money value transmitted by said issuer 
computer and storing said money code and associated money value(cols. 
1-5); 

determining a money amount due for said order, and transferring said 
money code and money amount due to said financial institution computer 
over said communications system(cols. 1-5); 

software executing on said financial institution computer for receiving said 
money code and money amount due from said merchant computer(cols. 1- 
5); 

comparing said money amount due to said associated money value, and 
notifying said merchant computer of fund availability(cols. 1-5). 
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Kravitz does not disclose the exact term "money code". However, Jones et 
al. does teach a value transfer system which allows value to be transferred 
between electronic purses with a transaction code(money code) assigned 
to the money amount that uniquely identifies the transaction(Abstract, col. 
2,lines 45-60, col. 3, lines 1-45); Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art the time the Applicant's invention was made to 
modify the teachings of Kravitz to include the step of Jones et al. The 
motivation to combine these references is to efficiently transfer money from 
point to point. 

Kravitz and Jones et al. fail to teach transmit money code from Merchant to 
customer over network. However, Schenkler does teach money code in 
place of electronic wallet and an electronic wallet is used to transmit money 
over a network. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art the time the Applicant's invention was made to modify the 
teachings of Kravitz and Jones et al to include the step of Schenkler. The 
motivation to combine these references is to facilitate funds transfer over a 
network. 



1. Claims 2,3,4,5,6,7,10,1 1,12,13,14,15 and 17 rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kravitz, Jones et al. and 
Schenkler as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of 
Linehan(6327578B1) and Wong et al.(5913203A). 
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Re claims 2, 10 and 17: Kravitz, Jones et al. does not disclose customer 
computer for generating said money code, and inputting said money code 
and associated money value into said issuer computer; transmitting said 
money code and associated money value from said issuer computer to a 
financial institution computer over a communications system; transmitting 
an order and said money code from a customer computer to said merchant 
computer over said communication system; verifying fund availability by 
comparing said money amount due to said associated money value on said 
financial institution computer. Linehan disclose customer computer for 
generating said money code (col. 4, lines 15-25, i.e. "consumer's computer 
then sends over the internet network some consumer identity and 
authentication information" and col. 5, lines 50-67, i.e. "step of sending from 
a consumer's computer a start message"), 

assigning an associated money value to a money code corresponding to a 
money amount surrendered to an issuer by a customer(Table 1 in col. 1 1 , 
col. 13, lines 60-67 and col. 14, lines 1-15, claim 1, i.e. "issuing bank 
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creating a reference number or value representing the consumer's credit or 
debit card number"), 

inputting said money code and associated money value into said issuer 
computer(col. 4, lines 10-20, "initiation message includes payment 
amount"); 

transmitting said money code and associated money value from said issuer 
computer to a financial institution computer over a communications 
system(col. 6, lines 50-65, i.e. "sending a settlement message"), 

transmitting an order and said money code from a customer computer to 
said merchant computer over said communication system(col. 4, lines 10- 
20, i.e. "sending from a customer's computer a start message over an 
internet network to a merchant's computer"), 
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transmitting said money code and a money amount due from said 
merchant computer to said financial institution computer over said 
communications system(col. 6, lines 50-65, i.e. "sending a settlement 
message"), 

verifying fund availability by comparing said money amount due to said 
associated money value on said financial institution computer(col. 6, lines 
10-16, i.e. "verifies that the consumer's account is active and has sufficient 
funds"). 

Kravitz, Jones et al.and Linehan does not explicitly disclose(s) that storing 
said money code on a storage device or said money code containing no 
identification data related to a customer and being untraceable to said 
customer. However, in col. 6, lines 45-60, col. 7, lines 55-63 thereof, Wong 
et al. disclose(s) the user selects the level of anonymity and traceability 
desired and that once the pseudo cash unit is generated, a record 
generation means generates an active record associated with the pseudo 
cash unit and the fixed monetary value and stores the active record in 
records storage medium, which is preferably some type of electronic data 



Application/Control Number: 09/515,724 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3691 

storage device. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the invention of Kravitz, Jones et al.and Linehan based on the 
teachings of Wong et al. The motivation to combine these references is to 
enable the selection of anonymous, untraceable transaction to conduct 
transactions anonymously ensuring the consumer's identity remains 
confidential, and to use a storage device to store codes to ensure codes 
are available when needed. 

Re claims 3 and 1 1 : Linehan disclose generating a personal 
identification code to be associated with said money code for controlling 
access and use of said money code(col. 2, lines 45-50, i.e. "password", col. 
4, lines 15-25, i.e. "consumer identity and authentication information" and 
col. 7, lines 55-67, "the user's identification and authentication information 
and the merchant's initiation message" and claim 1, i.e. "consumer identity 
and authentication information"). 

Re claims 7 and 15: Linehan disclose communications system 
comprises the lnternet(col. 5, lines 55-60). 
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Re claims 8 and 16: Linehan disclose merchant computer for 
operating and maintaining an Internet website, accessible by the customer, 
for facilitating commercial transactions between the customer and a 
merchant(col. 2, lines 40-45, i.e. "Web server"). 

Re claims 4 and 12: Linehan does not explicitly disclose(s) that 
encrypting said money code. However, in col. 2, lines 35-67 thereof, Wong 
et al. disclose(s) that the "Digicash" or "ecash" system turns a user's or 
buyer's hard drive on a PC into a purse. To use this system, one first 
establishes an account with a bank. To obtain digicash or ecash, the user 
creates a series of numbers that will represent a mixture of coins or money 
bills in various denominations according to the user's own wishes. This 
request for digicash is then sent to the bank, which deducts the total 
amount requested from the user's existing valid account. The bank then 
sends the user an equivalent amount of ecash as an encrypted email 
message containing a series of numbers. Each number corresponds to a 
specified amount of money. Thus, it would have been within the level of 
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ordinary skill in the art to encrypt a code to ensure anonymity in the 
transaction. 

Re claims 5 and 13: Linehan disclose customer computer for 
requesting said personal identification code from the customer, retrieving 
said money code from said storage device(col. 4, lines 10-25, i.e. 
"consumer's computer starts message from digital wallet" and lines 30-35, 
col. 7, lines 55-67, i.e. "the merchant sends to the customer computer, the 
wallet initiation message" and "then in step 306, the consumer's wallet is 
started"), and said money code based on said personal identification code 
prior to transmitting said money code to said merchant computer(col. 5, 
lines 55-60, i.e. "sending from a consumer's computer a start message 
over an internet network to a merchant's computer"). 

Linehan does not explicitly disclose decrypting an item after it reaches its 
destination. However, this is well-known in the computer art. Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ decryption to 
unencrypt a code or message when it reaches the merchant to get the 
benefit of encryption in transit to preserve the anonymity of data in transit. 
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Re claims 6 and 14: Linehan disclose merchant computer for 
requesting said personal identification code from the customer upon receipt 
of said order and money code(col. 5, lines 55-67, i.e. "the merchant's 
computer replies to consumer's computer", and col. 6, lines 45-67, i.e. 
"once the merchant has received the authorization token from the issuer"); 

customer computer for requesting said personal identification code from the 
customer and transmitting said personal identification code to said 
merchant computer(claim 1,i.e."sending from the consumer's computer 
consumer identity and authentication information"); 

said merchant computer for receiving said personal identification code from 
the customer and transmitting said personal identification code in addition 
to the money code and money amount due to said financial institution 
computer over said communications system(col. 4, lines 10-25, i.e. 
"merchant sends a message, including reference value to acquirer gateway 
operating on behalf of an acquirer bank" and col. 6, lines 45-67, i.e. "once 
the merchant has received the authorization token from the issuer gateway, 
the merchant completes the sales transaction"); and, 



Application/Control Number: 09/515,724 
Art Unit: 3691 



Page 13 



said financial institution computer for receiving said money code, money 
amount due, and personal identification code and decrypting said money 
code using said personal identification code prior to determining fund 
availability(col. 6, lines 45-67, i.e. "once the merchant has received the 
authorization token from the issuer gateway, the merchant completes the 
sales transaction", and col. 6, lines 5-20, i.e. "verifies customer account is 
active and has sufficient funds and/or credit to support the payment 
amount"). 

Linehan does not explicitly disclose that software executing on various 
computers. However, Linehan does indicate browser in col. 1, lines 43-46 
and since computers can not operate without software, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ software applications on 
a computer to get the benefit of the four-party communications payment 
system. 

2. The affidavit filed on 7/31/2006 under 37 CFR 1.131 is sufficient to 
overcome the Gould et al. reference. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Debra F. Charles whose telephone 
number is (571) 272 6791 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5 
Monday thru Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Alexander G. Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 
272 6771 . The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Debra F. Charles 




ALEXANDER KALINOWSKI 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



